1826  '           AUTOBIOGRAPHICAL MEMOIR               109
and full salvation, apprehension of Christ, sense of pardon, assurance of salvation, joy and peace, and so on to final perseverance ; and he there makes this N.B. upon his work :
I speak of conversion with great diffidence, being obliged to adopt the language of books. Eor my own feelings, as far as I remember, were so different from any account I have ever read that I dare not go by what may be an individual case.
This was in 1821 ; transcribing the memorandum in 182 6, he adds :
That is, I wrote juxta prescription. In the matter in. question, that is, conversion, my own feelings were not violent, but a returning to, a renewing of, principles, under the power of the Holy Spirit, which I had already felt, and in. a measure acted on when young.
He used in later years to consider the posture of his mind, early and late, relatively to the Evangelical teaching of his youth, an illustration of what he had written in his essay on Assent, upon the compatibility of the indef ectibility of genuine certitude with the failure of such mere belief as at one time of our lives we took for certitudes.1
We may assent [he there says] to a certain number of propositions altogether—that is, we may make a number of assents all at once ; but in doing so we run the risk of putting upon one level, and treating as if of the same value, acts of the mind which are very different from each other in character and circumstance.
Now a religion is not a proposition, but a system ; it is a rite, a creed, a philosophy, a rule of duty, all at once ; and to accept a religion is neither a simple assent to it nor a complex assent, neither a conviction nor a prejudice . . . not a mere act of profession, nor of credence, nor of opinion, nor of speculation, but it is a collection of all these various kinds of assent, some of one description, some of another; but out of all these different assents how many are of that kind which I have called certitude 1 For instance, the fundamental dogma of Protestantism is the exclusive authority of Scripture ; but in holding this a Protestant holds a host of propositions, explicitly or implicitly, and holds them with assents of various
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